The Problem

Disproportionate incarceration: Transgender people are disproportionately incarcerated because of
higher rates of poverty, homelessness, and profiling by law enforcement. Black transgender women are
incarcerated at 10 times the rate of the general population.

Heightened harm: Incarcerated transgender people face extremely high risk of sexual violence while
incarcerated.

Unsafe housing practices: Under DOC custody, the majority of TGNCNBI individuals who request gender-
aligned housing have their requests denied. DOC frequently transfers TGNCNBI people out of gender-
aligned housing without explanation and meaningful appeals process. DOC routinely places transgender
women in men’s intake upon arrival, even when later approving transfer to women'’s facility, exposing them
to heightened risks of violence and sexual assault at intake.

The Solution: Int. 625

Intro. 625 creates clear, enforceable standards to ensure safer housing for TGNCNBI people in
New York City custody:

Honor Housing Requires DOC to grant gender-aligned housing requests unless clear and
Requests convincing evidence of danger exists, which must be documented (§ 9-

168(e), (g))-

Guarantee Due Provides appeals and procedural safeguards if DOC denies gender-affirming
Process housing (§ 9-168(g)(11)-(18)).

Right Facility from Reforms procedures from pre-arraignment through court proceedings to
Day One stop routine placement in gender misaligned facilities (§ 9-168(b)—(c)).

Ban Discriminatory Prohibits rejecting gender-aligned housing requests based on transphobic
Denials reasons (§ 9-168(e)).

Why This Matters:

TGNCNBI people are targeted: They are disproportionately policed, incarcerated, and harmed in custody.
Align NYC with its values: Intro. 625 brings DOC policies into alignment with the City’'s own stated
commitments to equity, dignity, and LGBTQ+ rights.
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